
                                                                   
 March 2017. Maintenance  and safety checks of buildings and grounds, seasonal mowing, firewood cutting splitting 

and  stacking, storm clean-up, shelter house and toilet cleaning, litter pick-up and disposal, road grading, trail 

maintenance, equipment maintenance, scheduling shelter rentals and collecting shelter and camping fees, drinking 

water sampling . Shelter houses and Lodge are used every weekend by scouts, families and other groups. Natural 

Resource Center Educational Staff teaching school groups at Russell Woods and making classroom visits.             

PDRMA Risk Management and Loss Control review and preserve safety in progress for 2016 compliance.  
 

 

 
 

This photo was taken at Potawatomi Woods forest preserve in March 

Superbly camouflaged against the leaf litter, the brown-mottled American Woodcock walks slowly 

along the forest floor, probing the soil with its long bill in search of earthworms. This plump little 

shorebird lives in forests and shrubby old fields across eastern North America. Its cryptic plumage 

and low-profile behavior make it hard to find except in the springtime at dawn or dusk, when the 

males show off for females by giving loud, nasal buzzing and “peent”  calls and performing dazzling 

aerial displays. 

 

 



                                                                   

 

 

Thousands of Sandhill Cranes migrate over DeKalb County every Spring and Fall and stop by 

forest preserves to rest and feed ( hopefully nest as well) ….pictured below  are the very rare 

endangered Whooping Cranes flying over the South Branch Prairie  

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                   

 

 

Forest Preserve maintenance staff Bob K. and  more of his  chainsaw “stump art” scultures at 

Sycamore Forest Preserve 

  

 

 

  

                                           
 



                                                                   

 
 
 
 
Cortland Volunteer Fire Dept. sponsored a Grassland Fire Training class at Merritt Prairie 
 

 

 

  
 

 

   

 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 



                                                                   

Norm Schaeffer from DeKalb passed along this 1931 Chronicle news article about 
discussions to create a Forest Preserve District. Nice to know that 86 years ago 
people were thinking about preserving land for future generations to enjoy our 
local natural environments. DeKalb County has many beautiful forest preserves 
today because of their work and vision…… 
 

 

 

 

 



                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 Summer Camps will be offered again at Russell Woods Forest Preserve  

 

 
 
 



                                                                   

Volunteers in our Forest Preserves plant trees, pick up litter along trails, help with forest, 
prairie, wetland restorations and  other wonderful work….Thank you ! 

 

 

               

      

 

                                                               



March 2017‐Completed Project List‐Josh Clark & Staff Central and Southern 

Forest Preserves 

 

1. Clean and organize barns and shop areas at Sannauk, Afton and 
Shabbona. 

 

2. Equipment prep for the spring season. 

 

3.  Installed new information boards at Afton (Parking lot #3). 

 

4. Prepared Afton future greenhouse site for water line installation. 
 

5. Cleared trail edges at Sannauk near the corner where the future trail 
connection to Somonauk will come into the preserve. 

 

6. Continued cleaning up overgrown areas along roads and near parking 
lots at Afton. We are cleaning up these areas to improve visitor 

experience and improve sightlines throughout the park. 

 

7. Started the digging, separating and potting plants into plug trays for 
planting in the summer. 

 

8. Cleaned and prepared backpack sprayers for weed season.  
 

9. Prescribed fires took up a large portion of March. Good weather 

continued and were able to continue the spring fire season. The foamer 

units in the UTV’s are a great asset. Details in Al’s Natural Resource 

Report. 

 

 

 


