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DeKalb County Government
Sycamore, Illinois

Health & Human Services Committee Minutes
June 1, 2015

The Health and Human Services Committee of the DeKalb County Board met on Monday, June
1, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. in the Administration Building’s Conference Room East. Chairman Haji-
Sheikh called the meeting to order and those Committee Members present were Ms. Askins, Mr.
Porterfield, Mr. Reid, and Mr. Whelan. Ms. Little was absent. The roll call reflected five
members were present and one absent.

Others present were Dianne Leifheit, Deanna Cada, and Amanda Christensen.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
It was moved by Mr. Whelan, seconded by Mr. Reid and it was carried unanimously to
approve the minutes from the May 4, 2015 meeting.

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
It was moved by Mr. Porterfield, seconded by Mr. Whelan and it was carried unanimously
to approve the agenda as presented.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
There were no public comments made.

CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS

Chairman Haji-Sheikh shared two articles that were recently published in Northern Illinois
University’s Northern Now. The first article discussed was Hearts on State: In the Penguin
Players, adults with disabilities take the stage under the guiding wings of NIU student mentors.
The Committee also commended Ms. Jane Lux, Public Health Administrator for being awarded a
2015 Alumni Award through the Collage of Health and Human Services.

STEPPING UP INITIATIVE - DEANNA CADA

The Committee welcomed Mental Health Board Director Deanna Cada to share more in-depth
information regarding a resolution the County Board passed last month from the National
Association of Counties, the Council of State Governments Justice Center and the American
Psychiatric Foundation.

Ms. Cada shared that she recently observed a webinar that detailed the Stepping Up Initiative.
Through the webinar, she shared that each year there are an estimated 2 million people with
serious mental illnesses admitted to jails across the nation. Almost three-quarters of these adults
also have drug and alcohol use problems. Once incarcerated, individuals with mental illnesses
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tend to stay longer in jail and upon release are at a higher risk of returning to incarceration than
those without these illnesses.

The human toll of this problem and its cost to taxpayers is staggering. Jails spend two to three
times more money on adults with mental illnesses that require intervention than on those without
those needs, yet often do not see improvements to public safety or these individuals’ health.
Although counties have made tremendous efforts to address this problem, they are often thwarted
by significant obstacles, including operating with minimal resources and needing better
coordination between criminal justice, mental health, substance use treatment, and other
agencies. Without change, large numbers of people with mental illnesses will continue to cycle
through the criminal justice system, often resulting in tragic outcomes for these individuals and
their families, missed opportunities for connections to treatment, inefficient use of funding, and a
failure to improve public safety.

The resolution the County Board passed authorized the County Board Chairman to sign on to the
Stepping Up program’s “Call to Action” to reduce the number of people with mental illnesses in
our county jail, commit to sharing lessons learned with other counties in Illinois and across the
country, to support a national initiative, and encourage all county officials, employees and
residents to participate in the Stepping Up program. The Stepping Up program’s comprehensive
resources consist of:

e Convene or draw on a diverse team of leaders and decision makers from multiple
agencies committed to safely reducing the number of people with mental illnesses in jails,
through new or existing committees.

e Asavailable, collect and review prevalence numbers and assess individuals’ needs to
better identify adults entering jails with mental illnesses and their recidivism risk, and use
that baseline information to guide decision making at the system, program, and case
levels.

e Examine treatment and service capacity to determine which programs and services are
available in the county for people with mental illnesses and co-occurring substance use
disorders, and identify state and local policy and funding barriers to minimizing contact
with the justice system and providing treatment and supports in the community.

e Examine development of a plan with measurable outcomes that draws on the jail
assessment and prevalence data and the examination of available treatment and service
capacity, while considering identified barriers.

e Explore implementation of research-based approaches that advance the plan.

e Collaborate on creating a process to track progress using data and information systems,
and to report on success.

The Committee spent some additional time talking about the communities need for more
resources to serve the mentally ill. Ms. Cada shared that the Mental Health Board’s plan is to
first focus on areas that they can strike quickly. The Committee also talked in length about Crisis
Intervention training for law enforcement personnel.

Note: These minutes are not official until approved by the Health and Human Services
Committee at a subsequent meeting. Please refer to the meeting minutes
when these minutes are approved to obtain any changes to these minutes.



Health and Human Services Committee Minutes
June 1, 2015
Page 3 of 3

Chairman Haji-Sheikh and the Committee thanked Ms. Cada for taking the additional time to
come and give them further insight on this initiative.

REGIONAL OFFICE OF EDUCATION - AMANDA CHRISTENSEN

Chairman Haji-Sheikh introduced to the Committee Regional Superintendent of Schools
Amanda Christensen. Ms. Christensen first shared her June 2015 Regional Reporter newsletter.
The newsletter outlined the department’s end-of-the-year state monitoring and compliance
aspects. The Committee continued to review the newsletter and Ms. Christensen noted that she
would have her full annual report available by fall.

Ms. Christensen also reviewed the trend data of homeless students served by DeKalb County’s
Regional Office of Education and the funding they receive in trying to assist with these students.
Ms. Christensen also discussed her department’s role in assisting students at Hiawatha School
that were affected by the April 9" tornado.

Truancy referral data was also reviewed as well as grant funding that is awarded to truancy
alternative educations programs. After discussion and running the numbers, Chairman Haji-
Sheikh noted that is more money awarded to potential dropout students than there is to homeless
students.

Ms. Christensen also shared with the Committee other duties her offices is assigned to such as
building and occupancy permits for schools and detachment annexation petitions. Educator
Licensure numbers for FY 2015 were reviewed as well as testing data that is administered
through the ROE at the County’s Community Outreach Building computer lab.

Mr. Reid engaged Ms. Christensen and the Committee to discuss adding civics training in
schools. He noted that he feels it is very important for students to engage in civics training to
become good citizens. Ms. Christensen shared that the Illinois Senate has approved legislation
requiring that students take a civics course to graduate from high school. The bill, HB 4025, now
goes to the governor for a signature. If signed by the governor, the legislation would take effect
for the 2016-17 school year.

The Committee thanked Ms. Christensen for joining them and sharing her information and the
duties of the DeKalb County Regional Office of Education.

ADJOURNMENT
It was moved by Mr. Whelan, seconded by Mr. Porterfield, and it was carried unanimously to
adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,
A Y

Tty Sl

Misty Haji-Shéikh, Chairman
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Bus Driver Safety

Initial Class Schedule

All Initial classes are held from 8:00 am—4:30 pm at the Regional Office of
Education, 2500 N. Anne Glidden Road in DeKalb in the Five Seasons Room.
Next Initial Classes: July 18, 2015 and September 26, 2015

- - Refresher Class Schedule
Refresher Classes are held at various locations across DeKalb County.
Next Refresher Classes: July 16 and August 11, 2015
| TRUANCY/OUTREACH . Testl'ng Center Info
: Truancy Workers for DeKalb County I The ROE testing center is open on
| Christine Underwood cunderwood@kidsroe.org * Tuesdays from 9am to 4pm, but
: 815-217-0465 | Constitution Tests must begin no later
Frcioes: . . than 2 pm. There is no fee for the
+ Kirstie Ruckoldt kruckoldt@kidsroe.otg | Constitution Test. Please have valid
i 815-217-0470 . photo ID available, confirm identification
! Denise Curran dcurran@kidsroe.org I in main office, then proceed to check-in
. 815-217-0471 . office and finally be escorted to the lab
! Mary Curran meurran(@kidsroe.org | for testing.
) 5-217- .
| 81 70472 *  We are also still offering all Pearson
: ) . . |  VUE tests (schedule online with Pearson)
I Denise Curran—Credit Recovery & Homeless Coordinator for  :  and the ETS Paraprofessional
. DeKalb County | Assessment (schedule by calling the
I Cathey Stoddard-DeKalb County Truancy Interventionist :  ROE) in addition to the new Constitution
: 815-217-0466 cstoddar@kidstoe.org | Test
UPCOMING ROE EVENTS

DATE EVENT TIME LOCATION

6/3-4 DeKalb CUSD 428 CP1 Training 8:00 am Blank Slate

6/4 Youth Service Providers 9:00—11:00 am Conf Room West

6/4 Substitute Teacher Training Planning Committee | 4:00—5:00 pm Conf Room West

6/8 Institute Planning Committee 1:00 pm Conf Room West

6/9 KIDS Foundational Services: Close Reading and 8:30—3:30 Five Seasons

Text Dependent Questions

6/11 KIDS Foundational Services: Writing Matters 8:30—3:30 Five Seasons

6/16 School Investigation Training 8:30—12:00 Five Seasons

6/16 KIDS Foundational Services: Science Workshop 8:00—4:30 Conf Room West

6/19 KIDS Foundational Services: Family Engagement | 8:00—1:00 Five Seasons

7/3 County Offices Closed for Independence Day
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Education is the key to success

ALF M. DIESZ SCHOLARSHIP

Alyssa Fritz, a senior at Sycamore High School, has been named the 2015 recipient of
the Alf M. Deisz Memorial Scholarship Award. Alyssa plans to attend Kishwaukee
College in the fall with an emphasis in ctiminal justice. She was given the award at
Honors Night at Sycamore High School by Amanda Christensen, Regional
Superintendent, on behalf of the donor Gene Diesz.

Alyssa has already completed the Student Citizen Police Academy at Kishwaukee
Education Consortium. Her accomplishments include serving as State Historian for
SkillsUSA, the president of SkillsUSA Club at KEC, and as a Hampshire Police
Explorer.

Alyssa will receive $500.00 paid directly to the Kishwaukee College at the rate of
$250.00 per semester. She joins these previous Alf M. Deisz Memorial Scholarship
Winners: 1982 — Ron Mosback, DeKalb HS; 1983 — Tom Pritchett, Sycamore HS;
1984 - Ture Nelson III, Sycamore HS; 1985 — Janice Nahrstadt, Genoa-Kingston HS;
1987 — Stacy Russell, Genoa-Kingston HS; 1988 — Jay Francis, Sandwich HS; 1992 —
Jason Watson, Genoa-Kingston HS; 1996 — Phil Thompson, Genoa-Kingston HS;
1998 — Caleb Davies, DeKalb HS; 1999 — Benjamin Brotcke, Sycamore HS; 2001 —
Patrick White, Sycamore HS; 2002 — Blake Graves, Sycamore HS; 2003 — Brad
Caldwell, Genoa-Kingston HS; 2007 — Brent Solar, Sycamore HS; 2009 — Andrew
Brown, Genoa-Kingston HS and 2011 — Xin Deng, Sycamore HS; 2014 — Blake
Kohout, Genoa-Kingston High School

The function of
education is to
teach one to
think intensively
and to think
critically.
Intelligence plus
character - that
is the goal of
true education.

—Martin Luther
King, Jr.

2014 edition of New Pennies magazine was one of only five high school publications
in the country to earn the Pacemaker Award! The following students worked on the

magazine: Maddie Alger, Abbie Jovanovich, Rachel Kelly, Katie Barton, Kelan Graddy,

Grace Flowers, Victoria Monaghan, Teagan Chadra, Katie Hoiness, Guilherme

Cardoso, Daniel Oliver, Salina Cruz.

Several DHS students received medals at the National French Contest:

« Sarah Duffin received a Gold Medal and placed 9th in national rank

. Lorena Robles, Stephanie Vazquez and Sariah Rodriguez received Silver Medals

« Rocio Hernandez, Phebe Palmer, Madeline Hoth and Madeline DiNatale received
Bronze Medals

Congratulations to Cindy Dugan (school counselor) who won the Wirtz award!









Regional Office of Education
2500 N. Anne Glidden Rd.
Suite C

ROE CONTACT INFORMATION:

Amanda Christensen, Regional Supetintendent..... achristensen@kidsroe.org

DeKalb IL 60115 Jeff Smith, Assistant Superintendent. .......ccoecveceee ... ...jesmith@kidsroe.org
Barb Clark, Educator Licensure ..........ooooiiiiin belark@kidsroe.org
Deb Petrie, Bookkeeper.........c.ovveuiveiiiiininnn dpetrie@kidstoe.org
Jasmine Hollins, Administrative Assistant................. jhollins@kidstoe.org
Ashley Davis, Fingerprint Technician...................... adavis@kidsroe.org
Jessica Fogelsanger, Fingerprint Technician. ........ jfogelsanger@kidsroe.org
Phone: 815-217-0460 Fax: 815-217-0467

We Are on the Web!

www.dekalbcounty.
org/ROE/roe.html

THE REGIONAL REPORTER

The newsletter of the

DEKALB COUNTY REGIONAL OFFICE OF EDUCATION
Amanda Christensen, Regional Superintendent
2500 N. Annie Glidden Road, Suite C, DeKalb, IL 60115



School Year Numbers of Students Identified
2008-2009 217
2009-2010 206
2010-2011 222
2011-2012 221
2012-2013 319
2013-2014 359

Trend Data of Homeless Students Served by

DeKalb ROE
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2008-2009 $11,000
2009-2010 $11,000
2010-2011 $20,179
2011-2012 $20,179
2012-2013 $21,329
2013-2014 $13,010
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Truancy Referrals by Category Processed by DCTIP
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Truant Chronic Truant | Potential Dropout | TOTAL Referrals
2006-07 177 101 55 333
2007-08 156 151 153 460
2008-09 89 156 178 423
2009-10 204 95 225 524
2010-11 188 63 81 332
2011-12 265 62 288 615
2012-13 233 106 45 384
2013-14 209 129 77 415
Total Truancy Referrals Process by DCTIP
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Truancy Alternative Optional Education Program Grant

Funds
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2006-07 119813
2007-08 123407
2008-09 124641
2009-10 112177
2010-11 90067
2011-12 96669
2012-13 86567
2013-14 83754
2014-15 81870
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